
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 



THURSDAY  
JULY 20th, 2006 
Drop in anytime between  

6:00-8:00 pm 
Refreshment will be served 
 

Pickleweed Park Community Center 
50 Canal Street,  
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
This event is part of the Canal Transportation Plan, a collaborative effort by: 
Canal Stakeholder Committee, City of San Rafael, Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, Transportation Authority of Marin, and other 
Canal residents. 

CANAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN   

OPEN HOUSE #2 

Come learn about the draft recommended projects to address 
Canal Neighborhood transportation issues you’ve told us about.               
 

                                           Tell us what you think! 

For more information contact 
Olivia Beltran, Program  
Management Assistant  

at  
Marin Grassroots  

Leadership Network  
 

(415) 451-4350 
Ext.301   

or 
 e-mail:  

 
grassroots@mcgln.org 

 

Safe Routes to 
Schools will provide 

an educational 
children’s activity 



JUEVES 
20 de Julio de 2006 
Pase a cualquier hora entre las 

6:00 y 8:00 pm 
Habrá refrigerio 
 
Pickleweed Park Community Center 
50 Canal Street,  
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
Este evento es parte del Plan de Transportación de Canal, un 
esfuerzo de colaboración por: Canal Stakeholder Committee, City of 
San Rafael, Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Transportation 
Authority of Marin, y otros residents de Canal.   

PLAN DE TRANSPORTACION DE CANAL   

“CASA ABIERTA” #2 

Para mas información llame  
Olivia Beltrán, Asistente de 

Manejo de Programa  
de  

Marin Grassroots  
Leadership Network  

 
 

(415) 451-4350 
Ext.301   

  
 

Correo electrónico:  
grassroots@mcgln.org 

Venga y aprenda sobre los proyectos del 
esquema recomendado, que usted nos dio, 
para abordar los asuntos de 
transportación de la comunidad de Canal  

¡Diganos que piensa!  

 

Safe Routes to 
Schools proveerá una 
actividad educativa 

para los niños 



 

 
Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan 

FACT SHEET 
 
What is the Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan? 
The Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan is a grass-roots approach to identifying 
barriers to mobility in the Canal Neighborhood, and solutions to overcome them.  The collaborative process 
involves residents, local businesses, community and faith-based organizations, and public agencies.    
 
The Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan is part of the regional Community-Based 
Transportation Planning Program created by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) to allow 
minority and low-income Bay Area communities to set their priorities and evaluate their options for filling 
transportation gaps. 
 
Who are the participants in the Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan? 

• Community members are encouraged and welcome to attend the 2nd Community Workshop to learn 
about the draft projects developed from your comments. 

• Stakeholder Committee is guiding the project.  The Committee was appointed by the San Rafael City 
Council and includes Canal residents, Canal property and business owners and people who work in the 
Canal. Stakeholder Committee members are working with their neighbors and other interested people to 
learn about transportation issues, identify and evaluate possible solutions, and recommend projects that 
will make it easier to walk, bike, drive, and use a bus in the Canal neighborhood.  Stakeholder 
Committee members include: 

Dr. Laura Alvarenga 
Eric Andersen 
Rocky Birdsey 
Ruth Donohugh 
Rocio Cruz Hernandez 

Richard M. Lockman  
Enedina Mendieta 
Man Minh Phan 
Jessuina Perez-Terán 
Blanca Portillo 

Fernando Quezada 
Maria A Rodriguez 
Tom Wilson 
Dr. Beverly Yates 

• Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) and City of San Rafael as co-sponsors of the project.  

• Consultants - Wilbur Smith Associates (WSA) providing technical assistance for plan development; 
The Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network (MCGLN) supporting for community outreach  

• Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) – Funding and project oversight.   
 
How can you be involved in the Canal Neighborhood Community-Based Transportation Plan? 
 
Attend the 2nd Open House on July 20th 2006, to review and comment on the 13 projects developed in response 
to the needs highlighted during the first Open House in February 2006.  Please join us; your input is important! 
 
Canal Transportation – Open House #2  -  Thursday, July 20th 2006 
Drop in anytime between 6:00 – 8:00pm 
Pickleweed Park Community Center, 50 Canal Street, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 

  Over  



For more information visit the following websites: 
Transportation Authority of Marin: www.tam.ca.gov; City of San Rafael: www.ci.san-rafael.ca.us;  
Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network: www.mcgln.org 
 
How can you get on the mailing list to be informed of future workshops in the neighborhood? 
Write to:  Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network 

2915-A Kerner Blvd, San Rafael, CA 94903 
Phone:   (415) 451-4350 
Or Email:   grassroots@mcgln.org 
 
 
Projects to be presented at the Open House 

1. Bahia Vista Safe Routes to School Improvements – raised crosswalks, bulbouts and ramps. 

2. Crosswalk and Lighting Improvements at key intersections and bus stops. 

3. Neighborhood Safety and Streetscape Project includes improvements for safer walking, biking 
and driving in the neighborhood. 

4. ‘Street Smarts’ Safety Education Program targets behaviors of pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists and encourages safe sharing of the road. 

5. Canalfront Paseo would provide a pathway along the canal for recreation and transportation. 

6. Canal Crossing with a bridge, tunnel, water taxi, improvements to E. Francisco, shuttle, etc. 

7. Rides to School for Parents Program at San Pedro School with shuttles for school events and taxi 
vouchers for school conferences and family emergencies. 

8. Neighborhood Travel Kiosk with information about transit, bicycling, school buses, rideshare, 
paratransit, etc in a central neighborhood location. 

9. Highway 101/580 Crossing includes a pedestrian and bicycle route from the Canal to Francisco 
Blvd West. 

10. Car Sharing Program provides convenient car transportation without the cost of owning a car. 

11. Enhanced Golden Gate Transit Service - more frequent service in the Canal and better 
connections to Mill Valley and Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Due in September 2006. 

12. Bus Shelters – more and larger shelters in the neighborhood. 

13. Modified Transit Fares to Downtown includes subsidized transit fares from Canal to 
Downtown. 

 

Come give us your opinions 



 

 
Plan de Transportación del Vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria 

HOJA INFORMATIVA 
 
¿Que es el Plan de Transportación del vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria? 
 
El Plan de Transportación del Vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria  tiene un enfoque popular para 
identificar barreras de movilidad en el Vecindario de la Comunidad de Canal, y las soluciones para 
vencerlas.  En el proceso de colaboración se involucran a residentes, negocios  locales, la comunidad y a 
organizaciones con base de fe, y agencias públicas.    
 
El Plan de Transportación del Vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria forma parte del Programa de 
Planeación  de Transportación de Base-Comunitaria regional creado por la Comisión de Transportación 
Metropolitana / Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) para permitir la participación de las 
comunidades minoritarias y de bajos ingresos, del Área de la Bahía, en la creación de prioridades y para 
que evalúen las opciones en como mejorar la transportación 
 
¿Quiénes participan en el Plan de Transportación del vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria? 

• Asociados Comunitarios – Se anima y se da la bienvenida a todas las personas que asistan al 2º 
Taller Comunitario para aprender sobre las sugerencias, al proyecto, desarrolladas de comentarios 
de la comunidad. 

• Comité de Representantes – Es el que guía el proyecto de planeación. El Concilio de la Ciudad 
de San Rafael designó el Comité de Representantes para el Plan de Transportación del Vecindario 
de Canal con Base-Comunitaria, el cual incluye a residentes de Canal, dueños de propiedad y 
negocios en Canal y gente que trabaja en Canal. Los miembros del Comité de Representantes 
trabajaran con sus vecinos y otras personas interesadas en aprender acerca de los temas de 
transportación para identificar y evaluar probables soluciones, y recomendar una lista de 
mejoramientos que hagan el área más segura y más cómoda para que la gente pueda caminar, 
andar en bicicleta, manejar y usar el autobús en el vecindario de Canal.  Los miembros del 
Comité de Representantes son: 
 
Dr. Laura Alvarenga 
Eric Andersen 
Rocky Birdsey 
Ruth Donohugh 
Rocio Cruz Hernández  

Richard M. Lockman 
Enedina Mendieta 
Man Minh Phan 
Jessuina Pérez-Terán 
Blanca Portillo  

Fernando Quezada 
Maria A Rodríguez 
Tom Wilson 

 Dr. Beverly Yates

 
• Autoridad de Transportación de Marin / Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) y la Ciudad de San 

Rafael – En Asociación, como copatrocinadores, del proyecto están TAM y la Ciudad de San Rafael que 
proveerán el apoyo de empleados y otra asistencia necesaria.  

• Consultores – Asociados de la compañía Wilbur Smith (WSA) proveerán asistencia técnica en  el desarrollo del 
Plan; La Conexión de Liderazgo Popular de Marin / Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network (MCGLN) 
proveerá apoyo para la participación comunitaria. 

• La Comisión Metropolitana de Transportación / Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) – MTC 
provee la beca y supervisión del proyecto 

De vuelta   



¿Cómo puede Usted involucrarse en el Plan de Transportación del vecindario de Canal con Base-Comunitaria? 
Venga al segundo taller comunitario el 20 de Julio de 2006 para revisar y comentar sobre los 13 proyectos que fueron 
desarrollados para responder a las necesidades que fueron notadas en la primera “Casa Abierta” en febrero de 2006.  Por 
favor acompáñenos su opinión es muy importante. 
 
Transportación de Canal – Casa Abierta #2 –Thursday, July 20th, 2006-06-29 
Llegue a Cualquier hora entre las 6pm y 8pm  
Pickleweed Park Community Center, 50 Canal Street, San Rafael, CA 94901 
 
Para mas información visite las siguientes direcciones cibernéticas: 
Autoridad de Transportación de Marin / Transportation Authority of Marin: www.tam.ca.gov 
Ciudad de San Rafael: www.ci.san-rafael.ca.us  
Conexión de Liderazgo Popular de Marin / Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network: www.mcgln.org 
 
¿Cómo puedes integrar tu información a la fuente de datos para continuar siendo informado (a) de los futuros talleres 
en el vecindario? 
Escribiendo a: Olivia Beltran, Program Management Assistant 

Marin County Grassroots Leadership Network 
2915-A Kerner Blvd 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
Numero Telefónico:  (415) 451-4350 Ext. 301 
Correo Electronico: grassroots@mcgln.org 
 

Proyectos que se presentaran en la Casa Abierta  

1. Mejoramientos de seguridad a la Ruta de la Escuela Bahía Vista – levantamiento de las aceras, extensión de las 
aceras en las esquinas de intersecciones y rampas. 

2. Mejoramientos de Cruceros e iluminación en intersecciones principales y paradas de autobuses. 

3. Proyecto de Seguridad en la comunidad y de la Apariencia de las Calles incluye mejoramientos para la 
seguridad de peatones, ciclistas y motoristas en la comunidad.  

4. ‘Listo en las Calles’ Programa Educativo de Seguridad Se concentra en la conducta de los peatones,  ciclistas y 
automovilistas e incita a compartir las calles con seguridad. 

5. Un Paseo en el frente de Canal un camino público a lo largo del canal para recreación y transportación. 

6. Cruce del Canal por un puente, túnel, taxi acuático, mejoramiento para viajar  en el área de la calle E. 
Francisco, un vehiculo que pasen a menudo de ida y vuelta regularmente, etc. 

7. Programa de Viajes a la Escuela para los Padres a la Escuela San Pedro con un vehiculo que pase a menudo de 
ida y vuelta para los eventos escolares y vales para taxi para ir a conferencias escolares y emergencias 
familiares. 

8. Kiosco del Recorrido de la Comunidad con información sobre transito, ciclistas, autobuses escolares, 
“rideshare” compartiendo para viajar, el sistema de transito publico en un lugar central para la comunidad. 

9. Cruzando la Autopista 101/580 incluye una ruta para peatones y ciclistas del Área de Canal a la parte Oeste 
de la calle Francisco Blvd. 

10. Programa para Compartir Carro provee transportación conveniente de carro sin el costo de propiedad. 

11. Aumento de Servicio de Golden Gate Transit  - servicio mas frecuente para Canal y mejoramiento de las 
conexiones a Mill Valley y Sir Francis Drake Blvd.  En efecto Septiembre de 2006. 

12. Casitas de Paradas de Autobús – poner mas casitas y mas grandes en la comunidad. 

13. Modificar las cuotas de Transito al Centro incluir subsidio de cuotas de transito para viajes de Canal al Centro. 

 

Venga y Dénos Sus Opiniones 
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Date Group Time/Place/Notes Stakeholder/Staff Results 

Thursday, June 
22, 2006 

Community Meeting- 
Health Campus 

6:30pm 
Welcome Center 

Olivia Invited 30 
community 
members 
including 
organizations 

Thursday, June 
22, 2006 

Jovenes y Familias de 
Canal (Paz Rodríguez & 
Mario Lopez) 

7pm 
Pickleweed Park 
Community Center 

Olivia 
 

Meeting 
CANCELLED 

Thursday, June 
22, 2006 

Marin Council Boy Scouts 
of America – Ronald 
Berliner 

7:15pm 
Pickleweed Park  

Olivia Invited 7 
families and 
gave out 50  
flyers  

Friday, June 23, 
2006 

Mentores – PSP 12 noon  
2nd portable @ 
Pickleweed Park 
Community Center 

Olivia Invited 5 
community 

Saturday, June 
24, 2006  
 
 

Grassroots Leaderhsip 
Academy 

12:30 noon 
Novato School 
District 

Olivia Invited 30 
community 
members & 
Dario D’Arrigo 
committed to 
promote the 
Open House 
through his 
television 
program 
“Encuentro 
Latino” for the 
Novato Region 
by Comcast 

Monday, June 
26, 2006 

Marin Community Clinic 3:40pm 
250 Bon Air Road 
Greenbrae 

Olivia Gave 15 flyers 
to receptionist 
to get approval 
to post. 

Monday, June 
26, 2006 

Community Mental Clinic 3:50pm 
250 Bon Air Road 
Greenbrae 

Olivia Gave 10 flyers 
to receptionist 
to get approval 
to post. 

Monday, June 
26, 2006 

MGLN Database Media  Olivia e-mailed the 
press release, 
factsheet & 
press releases to 
53 media  
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Date Group Time/Place/Notes Stakeholder/Staff Results 
Tuesday, June 
27, 2006 

Laundromats 9am in San 
Anselmo, and 
Fairfax 

Olivia Posted 

 
Tuesday, June 
27, 2006  

 
Marin Housing Authority 

 
10am 
4020 Civic Center 
Drive, San Rafael 

 
Olivia 

 
30 flyers in 
waiting area 

Tuesday, June 
27, 2006  

Buckelew 1:30pm 
1000 Sir Francis 
Drake Blvd. 
San Anselmo 

Olivia Posted flyer in 
reception area 

Wednesday, June 
28,2006 

Follow up e-mailed to 
media sources 

Marin IJ 
Pacific Sun & 
Chronicle 

Olivia Called reporters 
in charge of 
Transportation 
to ask for 
coverage “Open 
House 2” 

Wednesday, June 
28,2006 

Saul Godinez, Canal 
Alliance 

Saul will pass to 
ESL, Computer 

Olivia  Delivered 100+ 
flyers 

Wednesday, June 
28,2006 

Canal Alliance Waiting room and 
window posting  

Olivia 50 flyers 

Wednesday, June 
28,2006 

Canal Welcome Center Waiting room  Olivia  30 flyers 

Wednesday, June 
28,2006 

Canal Alliance Community 
meeting sponsored 
by Stuart 
foundation 

Douglas 20 flyers 

Thursday, June 
29th, 2006 

Newspaper Impulso Francisco Olivia Sent press 
releases & 
factsheet 

Friday, June 30th, 
2006 

Marin County Fair distributed Olivia 15 flyers 

 
Please note that there are places that are not within the Canal Area; however, community members do 
travel outside the Canal Area and are served by county-wide organizations.    



Canal Outreach for the Canal Transportation Plan – Open House #2 
JULY REPORT 2006 

 

1 

 
Date Group Time/Place/Notes Stakeholder/Staff Results 

Early July Businesses in Canal 
Neighborhood 

675 flyers mailed City  

Thursday, July 
6th, 2006 

Canal Welcome Center 
“Colors of my Town” 

6-8pm Canal 
Welcome Center 

Olivia Explained,  
invited 36 
people to Open 
House 

Friday, July 7th, 
2006  

Canal Stakeholder 
Committee members 

Sent press releases, 
factsheet & 20 
flyers 

Olivia 20 packages 
sent 

Friday, July 7, 
2006 

ISOJI 6:30pm 
Welcome Center 

Olivia Distributed 10 
flyers 

Monday, July 
10th, 2006 

Media: Marin IJ, Pacific 
Sun, SF Chronicle & El 
Vocero 

Press releases to: 
Mark Prado, Peter 
Fimrite & Pepe 

Olivia Sent trilingual 
flyer, press 
releases and 
factsheet 

Tuesday July 
11th, 2006 

MGLN Database 113 local 
organizations and 
individuals 
interested in 
transportation 
issues. 

Olivia Wrote, edited 
and mailed 
letter with 
factsheet and 2 
flyers. 

Wednesday, July 
12th, 2006 

MGLN Database 50 who attended 
the 1st Open House 

Olivia Wrote, edited 
and mailed 
letter with 
factsheet and 2 
flyers. 

Thursday, July 
13, 2006 

Stores: Azteca Market & 
Goodwill  

Lincoln Avenue Olivia Posted flyers 

Thursday, July 
13, 2006  

Public 6pm 4th Street 
Farmers’ Market 

Olivia Explained 
CBTP and 
distributed 50 
flyers and 50 
factsheets 

Saturday, July 
15th, 2006 

Public 11am 
Pickleweed Park 
Inauguration of  

Olivia Distributed 200 
flyers and 200 
factsheets. 

Sunday, July 
16th, 2006 

Nuestros Niños Radio 
Program 
http://www.nuestrosninos.com/programasprevios.html 

 

“Open House” 
announced  

Olivia Dr. Marisol 
Muñoz-Kiehne  

Monday, July 
17th, 2006 

Newspaper – Across Marin Marin Independent 
Journal 

Olivia Sent Press 
release  
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Date Group Time/Place/Notes Stakeholder/Staff Results 
Monday, July 
17th, 2006 

Man Minh Phan’s group Canal Vietnamese 
Community 

Olivia Mailed 21 
factsheets in 
Vietnamese 

Monday, July 
17th, 2006 

Canal Alliance  Olivia 100 flyers given 
for community 
food bags 

Tuesday, July 
18th, 2006 

All the stores in Lee’s 
Market area & Laundromat 

Belvedere Street Olivia Posted flyers in 
the stores and 
gave flyers to 
people 

Tuesday, July 
18th, 2006 

MGLN Database Canal Community 
Residents 

Alice Called 60 
people  & 
reminded them 
about the “Open 
House 2” 

Tuesday, July 
20th, 2006 

MGLN Database Sent an e-mail card 
to remind them 
about “Open House 
2” 

Olivia e-mail to 977 
people in Marin 
County 

Tuesday, July 
19th, 2006 

MGLN Database People who 
attended the “Open 
House 1” & 
Academy Alumni 

Alice Called  30 
people  & 
reminded them 
about the “Open 
House 2” 

Tuesday, July 
19th, 2006 

MGLN Database Stakeholder 
Committee 
Members 

Olivia Called  11 
members to 
remind them of 
the “Open 
House 2” 

Wednesday, July 
20th, 2006  

MGLN Database People who 
attended the “Open 
House 1” 

Olivia Called 25 
people to 
remind them 
about the “Open 
House 2” 

 
Please note that there are places that are not within the Canal Area; however, community 
members do travel outside the Canal Area and are served by county-wide organizations.    
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“Car Share” Survey 
 
Please help us to find out if “Car Share” can be offered in the Canal Neighborhood by filling out this 
confidential survey.   
 
“Car Share” is a membership program that provides cars for use by the hour and offers its members the 
flexibility and convenience of owning a car without the costs of buying, maintaining, insuring or fueling.  
Cars are parked in the neighborhood so it is only a few minutes walk to get to the “Car Share” truck, van 
or sedan.  A member makes a reservation for a car by phone or internet.  Reservations can be made 
anytime before a trip. Payment is automatically charged to the member’s credit or ATM/debit card.  
Hourly rates are from $2-$5/hour and include the cost of gas, mileage and premium insurance.  In 
addition to hourly rates, “Car Share” members may pay a yearly membership fee (about $50).  Actual 
costs for membership and hourly rates will vary, depending on program funding. 
 
To help us determine if “Car Share” might be right for you and your Canal neighbors, please fill out the 
questions below.  Your answers are important! 
 
1. Check all the boxes that describe you:  

 I am 21 or older. 

 I have been driving for at least five years. 

 I have a U.S. driver’s license. 

 I have no more than two driving violations or accidents in the past five years 

 I have not received a ticket for driving under the influence or recklessly in the past seven years. 

 I have a credit card or an ATM/debit card. 

 I have access to a computer and know how to use the internet.  

 I speak and read English well enough to use websites or phone services in English.  

 
2. I might use “Car Share” for these kinds of trips 

 Going to work 

 Going to school 

 To visit friends 

 To run errands 

 Take my children places 

 Visit the doctor 

 To go shopping 
 

 Yes, I would be interested in a “Car Share” program in the Canal neighborhood! 
 

 No, I would NOT be interested in a “Car Share” program, because: 

 It is too expensive. 

 Transit is more convenient. 

 I would rather have my own car. 
 

THANK YOU! 
Please return the survey to the Survey Box. 



Encuesta de “Car Share” 
 
Favor de llenar el siguiente cuestionario para identificar si el servicio de “Car Share” puede ser ofrecido 
en el barrio del Canal.  Sus respuestas seran confidenciales. 
 
El programa de “Car Share” es basado en una membresia que ofrece la flexibilidad y conveniencia de 
tener accesso a un automovil para uso personal sin tener que batallar con los costos de comprar, 
mantenter, asegurar, y impulsar un vehículo.  Los vehículos (camionetas, vans, y sedan) de “Car Share” 
se encuentran hubicados en localidades centrals del barrio que son accesibles por pie a cortas distancias.  
Miembros pueden reservar un vehículo atraves del telefono o internet a cualquier hora antes de su viaje y 
su pago es automaticamente caragado a una tarjeta de credito o debito.  La renta del vehiculo tiene una 
escala de $2-$5 la hora y incluye el costo de gas, largometrage, y aseguranza.  El programa “Car Share” 
tambien ofrece membresias anuales con un costo de $50.00.  El costo de membresias y escalas de precios 
por hora dependeran sobre el financiamiento del programa.  
 
Para ayudarnos a determiner si el programa de “Car Share” seria apropiado para usted y sus vecinos del 
Canal, favor de llenar el cuestionario .  Sus respuestas son importantes! 

 
1. Llene los cuadros que lo discriban a Usted :  

 Tengo 21 años( o mas) de edad 

 Tengo mas de 5 años de experiencia conduciendo 

 Tengo licencia estadounidense  para conducir 

 No tengo mas de dos ofensas o accidents en mi record de conducir. 

 No he recibido una multa por conducir bajo la influencia del alcohol o ser un conductor 
imprudente en los pasados siete años. 

 Tengo una tarjeta de credito o debito. 
 Tengo accesso a un ordenador/computadora y se usar el Internet. 
 Puedo hablar y leer Inglés suficientemente para usar paginas web o servicio telefonico en Inglés. 

 
2. Podria usar “Car Share” para los siguientes tipos de viajes: 

 Ir al trabajo 

 Ir a la escuela 

 Visitar a los amigos 

 Correr mandados 

 Llevar a mis niños a ciertos lugares 

 Visitar al doctor 

 Ir de compras 
 

 
 Si estoy interesado en el programa de “Car Share” para el barrio del Canal! 

 
 No estoy interesado en el programa de “Car Share” porque: 

 Es demaciado caro. 

 El servicio de transíto es mas conveniente. 

 Preferiría tener mi propio vehículo. 
 
 

GRACÍAS! 
Favor de devolver este cuestionario a la caja indicada. 
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TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES FOR MARIN • 187 E. BLITHEDALE AVENUE • MILL VALLEY  •  CA •  94941   
TEL: 415.383.9400  FAX: 415.389-5044 

 July 20, 2006 
 
 
Canal Community Based Transportation Committee 
Transportation Authority of Marin 
City of San Rafael 
 

Dear Interested Stakeholders: 

 

Transportation Alternatives for Marin (“TAM”) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation whose 

mission is to promote pedestrian and bicycle transportation, in the United States and globally, 

by making Marin County, California the national model for pedestrian and bicycle 

transportation. TAM also works to demonstrate that investment in integrated bicycle and 

pedestrian infrastructure, combined with education, is the optimal transportation solution 

and an integral part of an effective multi-modal transportation system.  

 

The Canal is the most highly-dense populated region in Marin County.  Traffic congestion is 

increasingly worsening which has caused unsafe and undesirable pedestrian and bikeable 

conditions.  Additionally, the unsafe conditions have “islandized” the Canal, making it difficult 

for individuals without personal vehicles to commute and endangering those without autos from 

moving about the community by automobiles.  It is crucial that the Canal Neighborhood 

Community Based Transportation Plan incorporate concepts that will connect The Canal to 

surrounding communities, transit, and the North-South Greenway, as well as all people to get 

around the neighborhood safely. Transportation Alternatives for Marin recommends seven 

infrastructure improvements which will improve the ability for Canal residents to move about 

their community and commute by non-motorized means in a safe and efficient manner: 

 

 

 

1. Medway/101 Underpass 

a. Currently, pedestrians and bicyclists must confront unsafe traffic conditions 

from Bellam to Andersen and on East Fransico. 

b. The underpass from Medway and East Francisco, underneath Highway 101, and 

connecting to the North-South Greenway, will provide a direct link from Bellam 



 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES FOR MARIN • 187 E. BLITHEDALE AVENUE • MILL VALLEY  •  CA •  94941   
TEL: 415.383.9400  FAX: 415.389-5044 

to Andersen, and will connect The Canal into the North-South Greenway, which 

will eventually run the length of the County. 

2. Canal Street Bridge 

The bridge should extend across San Rafael Creek and connect San Pedro to Canal Street. 

The bridge will allow pedestrians and bicyclists on the south side of the canal to connect 

directly to San Rafael High School, Manzanita Shopping Center, the San Rafael Transit 

Center, and neighborhoods on the south side of the creek.  The bridge could retract 

horizontally, allowing for boat access. 

3. From the Canal Street Bridge, and continuing west on 3rd St, separate bike paths on each 

side of 3rd St. next to sidewalks, would connect pedestrians and cyclists to the San Rafael 

Transit Center. 

4. A separate two-way bike path next to the sidewalk on the north east side of East 

Francisco from 3rd St. to Bellam would allow safe passage on the west side of The Canal 

for pedestrians and cyclists. 

5. “Canal Loop” 

A loop path, a bike track for cyclists and sidewalk for pedestrians would start at Bellam 

and Andersen, and run along Bellam, on each side of the street, under 101 to Baytrail at 

Egret View. This would be the “jewel” loop in The Canal; a complete safe passage for 

humans without cars. The separate path on each side of Bellam merges into the existing 

Baytrail around Pickleweed Park. The path goes around Pickleweed Park and at 

Sorrento, it turns into a separate bike path again on each side of Sorrento to Canal and 

Medway. From Canal and Medway the separate bike path next to a sidewalk continues 

along Canal all the way to The Canal, crossing the Canal to Point San Pedro Road. 

6. Community Gathering Area: 

Develop a roundabout and a community gathering location at Canal and Medway. This 

would entail blocking off Belvedere, removing on-street parking, and creating a 

community gathering area in the heart of the Canal. 

7. Construct separate bike paths next to the sidewalks along Medway to East Francisco. 

Eliminate ALL on-street parking on Medway. This would create a promenade into the 

Canal, and provide safe access to the Medway to Andersen underpass. 

 

These improvements to the Canal transportation infrastructure not only make it safer for 

Canal residents to commute by foot or bicycle, but create a more environmentally and 
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socially responsible community. In their totality, these suggestions describe a system of safe 

neighborhood travel.  A community less reliant on cars is a healthier and more sustainable 

community. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Transportation Alternatives for Marin. We look 

forward to working with you to make these concepts a reality. 

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 

 Patrick M. Seidler 

 President 

 

Cc: Marin County Bicycle Coalition 
 Bay Trails 
 Supervisor Steve Kinsey 
 

 



 
 
 

APPENDIX E 



Canal Neighborhood Survey 
 
Surveys were conducted in 2004-2006 with 60 percent completed in late 2005.  They 
were conducted due to requests for improvement in the area.  The Marin Center for 
Independent Living conducted the Survey of the Canal neighborhood. The purpose was 
to identify pedestrian accessibility and encroachment issues along with infrastructure 
improvements identify Pedestrian Gap closure projects with the goal of improving 
pedestrian safety and accessibility for all pedestrians including the disabled. 
 
In many parts of the canal neighborhood we found cars parked on the sidewalk blocking 
the pedestrian right-of-way. 
 
1) 126 Front St 
 Across from 126 Front St   south side of front Street encroachment of sidewalk with 

structure. 
 
2) Front Street and Hoag Street 
 On Front Street south side curb in gutter installed. 
  Sidewalks are unimproved dirt and gravel approximate 500 feet. 
 
3) 14 Front St 
 On Front Street north side PG&E utility pole and guide wire blocking pedestrian 

accessibility.  (Recently replaced) 
 
4) Hoag Street and Front Street 
 On Hoag Street, west side across from number 44 Hoag St.  Curb and gutter installed. 

Sidewalks are unimproved dirt and gravel approximate 300 feet. 
 
5) 44 Hoag Street 
 Parking aisles are encroaching on the pedestrian right-of-way.  East side of Hoag 

Street. 
 
6) Hoag St 
 Across from 54 Hoag Street on the west side, fire hydrant blocking pedestrian right-

of-way 22 inches of clearance on sidewalk. 
 
7) Medway Street and East Francisco Boulevard 
 On Medway Street adjacent to Scotland Yard auto sales PG&E utility pole 35 inches 

of clearance 
 
8) Medway Street 
 Adjacent to Golden Gate Transit bus stop and next to Scotland Yard.  PG&E utility 

pole 28 inches of clearance south side of driveway. 
 
9) 191-193 Mill St 



 Adjacent to Tera Linda Towing on Mill Street south side.  Curb and gutter installed.  
Sidewalks are unimproved dirt and gravel approximately 300 feet 

 
10) 191 Mill St 
 PG&E utility pole replaced with no asphalt vegetation and dirt 10 inches of clearance 

for pedestrians (across the street north side of  Mill Street)  
 
11) 124 Belvedere Street 
 PG&E utility pole 30 inches of clearance.  On North side of Belvedere Street 
 
12) Tiburon Street and Belvedere Street 
 On Tiburon Street West side.  Curb and gutter in place sidewalk unimproved dirt and 

gravel approximately 300 feet 
 
13) Novato Street and Kerner Boulevard 
 Adjacent to 3525 Kerner Blvd on Novato Street north side of Novato Street three 

obstructions. 
 Fire hydrant 25 inches of clearance adjacent to corner of intersection. 
 PG&E guide wire 29 inches of clearance. 
 PG&E utility pole 28 inches of clearance 
 
14) 30 Novato St  
 Sommer Hill Town Homes 
 Starting at 30 Novato St N. side heading west are numerous encroachments.  Here are 

some examples this is not a complete list. 
 PG&E utility pole 27 inches of clearance 
 PG&E guide wire 30 inches of clearance 
 Second utility pole heading west 
 PG&E utility pole 25 inches of clearance 
 Fire Hydrant 24 inches of clearance 
 PG&E utility pole 31 inches of clearance 
 There are also encroachments of the pedestrian right-of-way on the south side of 

Novato Street.  This area has high pedestrian usage. 
 
 




